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Abstract 
This study examines Jack Dawson's character growth in James Cameron's 1997 film Titanic. Examining how Jack's character, 

morals, and behavior affect other characters especially Rose DeWitt Bukater and contribute to the story is the goal. Data were 

gathered from the movie's scenes, conversations, and narrative events using a qualitative descriptive method and character 

analysis methodology. According to the research, Jack is presented as a dynamic figure who stands for daring, optimism, 

independence, and selflessness. Jack maintains his moral integrity throughout the narrative while having a big impact on Rose's 

development from a restrained upper-class woman to an autonomous person. According to the research, Jack's relationships, 

choices, and reactions to social class disparities and potentially fatal circumstances all represent his growth. His ultimate 

sacrifice solidifies his status as a representation of human resiliency and unwavering devotion. The study comes to the 

conclusion that Jack Dawson's portrayal is crucial to Titanic's emotional effect and thematic complexity, especially when it 

comes to expressing ideas like social injustice, individual freedom, and the importance of human connection. 
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Abstrak 
Studi ini melihat bagaimana karakter Jack Dawson berkembang dari film Titanic (1997), yang disutradarai oleh James 

Cameron. Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk menyelidiki bagaimana kepribadian, prinsip, dan tindakan Jack memengaruhi 

alur cerita dan memengaruhi karakter lain, terutama Rose DeWitt Bukater. Studi ini melakukan deskripsi kualitatif 

menggunakan analisis karakter. Adegan, dialog, dan alur cerita film memberikan sumber data. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan 

bahwa Jack digambarkan sebagai orang yang dinamis dengan nilai-nilai seperti keberanian, kebebasan, optimisme, dan 

pengorbanan diri. Jack tidak hanya mempertahankan standar moralnya sepanjang cerita, tetapi juga mempengaruhi transformasi 

Rose dari seorang perempuan kelas atas yang terikat oleh tuntutan sosial menjadi seorang individu yang mandiri dan bebas 

memilih jalan hidupnya sendiri. Selain itu, analisis menunjukkan bahwa perkembangan karakter Jack tercermin dalam 

hubungan interpersonalnya, pengambilan keputusannya, dan reaksinya terhadap perbedaan kelas sosial dan situasi berbahaya. 

Pada akhir cerita, pengorbanan Jack semakin menegaskan peranannya sebagai representasi cinta tanpa syarat dan ketabahan 

manusia dalam menghadapi kesulitan. Penelitian ini menemukan bahwa karakterisasi Jack Dawson sangat penting untuk 

membangun kekuatan emosional dan kedalaman tema dalam film Titanic, terutama karena karakterisasi itu menyampaikan 

pesan tentang ketidaksetaraan sosial, kebebasan individu, dan pentingnya hubungan antarmanusia. 

Kata Kunci: Titanic, Jack Dawson, Perkembangan Karakter, Analisis Film. 

1. Introduction 

Film is one of the most influential forms of literary and visual media because it combines narrative, character, 

dialogue, and visual elements to convey meaning and emotions. Among the essential components of a successful 

film, character development plays a significant role in shaping audience engagement and delivering thematic 

messages. A well developed character enables viewers to understand motivations, conflicts, and transformations 

that occur throughout the narrative. Consequently, character analysis has become an important area of study in 

literary criticism and film studies. 

James Cameron's Titanic (1997) is among the most popular movies ever made. Jack Dawson and Rose DeWitt 

Bukater are the two main characters in the film, which blends a romance plot with a historical disaster narrative. 

Jack Dawson's portrayal greatly enhances the story's emotional and thematic effect, even if the movie is best known 

for its portrayal of the RMS Titanic's sinking and its love aspects. Jack is presented as a young artist from a lower 

socioeconomic background who is brave, optimistic, and deeply appreciative of freedom. In addition to advancing 

the plot, his interactions with Rose have an impact on her personal development. 

Prior research on Titanic has mostly concentrated on topics like romance, feminism, social class disparity, and 

historical portrayal. For instance, Han (2023) focused on Rose's fight for independence while analyzing the impact 

of feminist viewpoints in Titanic. Other research has used theories of character dimensions and character arcs to 

examine characterization and narrative structures in movies. Only a small amount of research, however, focuses 

on Jack Dawson's growth as a major character and how his personality changes throughout the story while 

impacting other characters. 

https://journal.ilmudata.co.id/index.php/ijmst
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This restriction highlights a research gap in the body of current literature. Even though Jack is regarded as one of 

the most recognizable heroes in contemporary film, academic debates frequently present him as Rose's romantic 

rival rather than as a stand-alone important character. To comprehend how his beliefs, choices, and deeds 

contribute to the film's overall meaning, a thorough examination of his character development is therefore required. 

This study's focus on Jack Dawson's character development through the integration of character development 

analysis and characterization theory within the framework of film studies is what makes it novel. This study 

investigates the development of Jack's character traits, his function as a catalyst for change, and the symbolic 

meanings conveyed via his acts rather than focusing only on romance or social issues. This method offers a more 

thorough comprehension of how character development enhances audience participation and narrative efficacy. 

Libraries with attractive spatial designs tend to provide more positive experiences for users. Such experiences are 

not only related to reading activities but also to the psychological comfort felt while spending time in the library. 

A comfortable library environment can increase user satisfaction and strengthen their attachment to the library 

(Supriyanto & Machfudz, 2021). 

The quality of library space is closely associated with visitor attendance and engagement. Well-organized rooms, 

clear circulation paths, and adequate facilities encourage users to spend more time utilizing library services and 

resources (Prastowo, 2022). 

In the modern era, library interior design is no longer limited to storing and preserving collections. Libraries are 

expected to create learning environments that are enjoyable, collaborative, and adaptable to the needs of diverse 

user groups (Lasa HS, 2021). 

Color is one of the visual elements that significantly influences users’ moods and perceptions. The use of 

appropriate colors in children’s libraries can create a cheerful atmosphere, improve concentration, and enhance 

users’ comfort during reading activities (Widyaningrum & Kurniawan, 2023). 

Lighting is another important aspect of interior aesthetics that contributes to the overall quality of library spaces. 

Proper lighting helps users read comfortably, reduces eye strain, and improves the effectiveness of learning 

activities conducted in the library (Sari & Nugroho, 2022). 

Furniture arrangement also plays a crucial role in creating a user-friendly library environment. Ergonomic furniture 

that matches the characteristics and needs of users can increase comfort and support literacy activities more 

effectively (Rahmawati et al., 2024). 

For children, visually appealing learning environments can stimulate curiosity and encourage exploration of 

various reading materials. Therefore, children's libraries should incorporate attractive visual elements that foster 

creativity and learning motivation (Yusuf, 2021). 

The availability of comfortable and safe reading areas is considered one of the indicators of library service quality. 

Reading spaces designed according to users’ needs can create a more conducive and enjoyable learning atmosphere 

(Basuki, 2020). 

From the perspective of environmental psychology, physical environments significantly influence individual 

perceptions and behaviors. Well-organized and aesthetically pleasing spaces can increase users’ comfort and shape 

positive impressions of a place, including libraries (Laurens, 2021). 

User satisfaction is not solely determined by the quality of collections and information services. The physical 

environment of the library also contributes substantially to users’ overall evaluation of library quality and services 

(Fatmawati, 2023). 

Libraries that successfully provide aesthetic and functional spaces have greater potential to become centers of 

learning and community activities. Users generally prefer environments that offer both physical and psychological 

comfort for various literacy-related activities (Darmono, 2022). 

Examining users’ perspectives is essential because they are the individuals who directly experience the facilities 

and environment provided by the library. Their evaluations can serve as valuable input for improving service 

quality and physical facilities (Hermawan & Zen, 2021). 

Through users’ perspectives, library managers can identify which aspects of the library environment are considered 

attractive and which aspects require improvement. This information can be utilized as a basis for future planning 

and development of library spaces (Wiji Suwarno, 2022). 

Research on library aesthetics and interior spatial arrangement is important because it contributes to the 

development of user-centered libraries. By understanding how users perceive library spaces, library managers can 

create more comfortable, inclusive, and engaging literacy environments that encourage reading habits and lifelong 

learning (Rahayuningsih, 2023). 

Given the foregoing context, the purpose of this study is to examine Jack Dawson's character development in 

Titanic and pinpoint the values that are represented in his actions, interpersonal interactions, and handling of 

conflict. It is anticipated that the results would advance literary and film studies, especially with regard to character 

development and building in cinematic tales. 

Character development is a crucial element in narrative films because it allows audiences to observe how 

characters evolve in response to internal and external conflicts. Through character development, viewers can better 
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understand a character's motivations, values, and personal growth throughout the story. According to Giannetti 

(2020), well-developed characters contribute significantly to the emotional depth and realism of a film. 

Film characters are generally classified into static and dynamic characters. Dynamic characters undergo significant 

psychological, emotional, or behavioral changes as the narrative progresses, while static characters remain 

relatively unchanged. Jack Dawson can be categorized as a dynamic character because his experiences throughout 

the film reveal various dimensions of his personality and values (Wardani & Irwandika, 2024). 

Characterization is the process through which filmmakers present and develop characters in a story. This process 

may be achieved through dialogue, actions, appearance, relationships, and reactions to particular situations. 

Effective characterization helps audiences understand the complexity of a character and the role they play within 

the narrative structure (Giannetti, 2020). 

The relationship between character development and narrative progression is closely interconnected. Characters 

influence events within the story, while the events themselves shape the growth and transformation of the 

characters. As a result, character development becomes one of the primary mechanisms through which films 

communicate themes and messages to audiences (Nurjanah & Sibuea, 2025). 

In Titanic, social class differences serve as one of the most significant sources of conflict. The contrast between 

the upper-class lifestyle represented by Rose and the lower-class background represented by Jack creates narrative 

tension that influences both characters’ development. This conflict highlights issues of inequality, freedom, and 

personal identity. 

Jack Dawson’s characterization is particularly interesting because he embodies values that contrast with the rigid 

social conventions of the early twentieth century. Despite his limited financial resources, he demonstrates 

confidence, optimism, and independence. These qualities enable him to challenge social expectations and inspire 

those around him. 

Many scholars argue that protagonists often function as catalysts for change within a narrative. Their actions 

influence not only the direction of the plot but also the development of other characters. In Titanic, Jack acts as a 

catalyst who encourages Rose to question societal expectations and pursue personal freedom. 

Character arcs are frequently used to analyze how fictional characters change throughout a story. According to 

character arc theory, meaningful development occurs when a character faces challenges that test their beliefs, 

values, and goals. Through these experiences, the character gains new insights and demonstrates personal growth 

(Rabbanee & Ikhsan, 2025). 

Another important aspect of character analysis is examining how characters respond to adversity. Difficult 

situations often reveal hidden strengths, weaknesses, and moral principles. Jack’s reactions during moments of 

danger illustrate his courage, compassion, and willingness to sacrifice himself for others. 

The theme of freedom is central to Jack Dawson’s characterization. Throughout the film, he consistently values 

personal choice and self-determination over material wealth or social status. This perspective strongly influences 

Rose and contributes to her transformation as an independent individual. 

Scholars in film studies emphasize that memorable characters often reflect universal human experiences and 

values. Audiences tend to connect emotionally with characters who demonstrate resilience, hope, and authenticity. 

Jack’s enduring popularity can be attributed to these qualities, which resonate with viewers across different 

generations and cultures. 

The interaction between Jack and Rose also illustrates how interpersonal relationships contribute to character 

development. Their relationship provides opportunities for emotional growth, self-discovery, and transformation. 

Through their interactions, both characters challenge their previous beliefs and assumptions about life. 

Narrative films frequently use protagonists to communicate broader social messages. Beyond his role as a romantic 

hero, Jack represents ideals such as equality, human dignity, and resistance to social discrimination. These 

symbolic meanings contribute to the thematic richness of Titanic. 

Previous studies have primarily examined Titanic from feminist, historical, and sociological perspectives. While 

these studies provide valuable insights, they often focus on Rose’s transformation rather than Jack’s personal 

development. Consequently, a more detailed analysis of Jack’s character remains necessary to enrich existing 

scholarship. 

Literary and film scholars often emphasize that character development is one of the primary indicators of narrative 

quality. A character who experiences meaningful growth allows audiences to engage more deeply with the story 

and understand the underlying themes presented by the filmmaker. Therefore, examining character development 

provides valuable insights into how narratives achieve emotional and intellectual impact. 

In cinematic storytelling, protagonists are typically designed to face a series of challenges that test their values and 

beliefs. These challenges function as turning points that shape the character’s development and influence the 

direction of the narrative. Jack Dawson encounters several such challenges throughout Titanic, making him an 

ideal subject for character analysis. 

The concept of personal transformation is closely related to character development. Transformation occurs when 

a character gains new understanding, modifies behavior, or reinforces important values as a result of significant 
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experiences. Jack’s journey throughout the film demonstrates how experiences can strengthen rather than alter a 

person’s core principles. 

One notable aspect of Jack Dawson’s character is his optimism. Despite living with limited financial resources, he 

maintains a positive outlook on life and consistently focuses on opportunities rather than obstacles. This optimistic 

perspective contributes significantly to his appeal as a protagonist. 

Optimism in film characters often serves a symbolic function by representing hope in difficult circumstances. In 

Titanic, Jack’s positive attitude contrasts sharply with the fear, prejudice, and social restrictions experienced by 

many other characters. As a result, he emerges as a symbol of resilience and emotional strength. 

Another important trait demonstrated by Jack is empathy. Throughout the narrative, he shows genuine concern for 

the well-being of others regardless of their social status. His willingness to help Rose and support her emotional 

struggles reveals a compassionate personality that distinguishes him from many characters in the film. 

Empathy plays a crucial role in audience identification. Viewers are more likely to connect with characters who 

demonstrate kindness, understanding, and concern for others. Jack’s empathetic behavior strengthens the 

emotional connection between the audience and the narrative. 

The theme of sacrifice is also central to Jack Dawson’s character arc. Throughout the film, he repeatedly prioritizes 

the safety and happiness of others over his own interests. His actions illustrate the idea that true heroism is often 

expressed through selflessness rather than personal achievement. 

Heroic characters in cinema are frequently defined not by physical strength but by moral courage. Jack exemplifies 

this form of heroism through his willingness to confront social prejudice, challenge injustice, and protect those he 

cares about despite the risks involved. 

The portrayal of Jack Dawson also highlights the importance of authenticity. Unlike many upper-class characters 

who are constrained by social expectations, Jack remains true to his beliefs and values. His authenticity contributes 

to his influence on Rose and reinforces the film’s message about personal freedom. 

Narrative conflict is another essential factor that contributes to character development. Conflicts force characters 

to make decisions, reveal hidden qualities, and confront difficult realities. The various conflicts experienced by 

Jack provide opportunities for audiences to observe his values in action. 

Film critics often argue that compelling protagonists possess both strengths and vulnerabilities. While Jack is 

courageous and optimistic, he is also exposed to uncertainty, danger, and emotional challenges. These 

vulnerabilities make his character more realistic and relatable to audiences. 

The enduring popularity of Titanic can be attributed in part to the effectiveness of its character construction. 

Viewers continue to connect with Jack Dawson because his experiences reflect universal themes such as love, 

freedom, sacrifice, and perseverance. 

From a narrative perspective, Jack’s development contributes significantly to the coherence of the story. His 

actions influence major plot events, shape the development of other characters, and reinforce the central themes 

explored throughout the film. 

For these reasons, analyzing Jack Dawson’s character development offers valuable insight into the relationship 

between characterization and narrative effectiveness. Such analysis can contribute to a deeper understanding of 

how film characters function as vehicles for thematic expression and audience engagement. 

Character development is often regarded as a reflection of human growth and adaptation. Through the experiences 

faced by a character, audiences can observe how values, beliefs, and attitudes are challenged and reinforced over 

time. This process allows viewers to engage with the narrative on a deeper emotional level. 

In many successful films, the protagonist serves as a medium through which audiences explore complex social 

and personal issues. By following the protagonist’s journey, viewers gain insight into broader themes that extend 

beyond the immediate storyline. Jack Dawson fulfills this role by embodying ideas of freedom, equality, and 

personal integrity. 

The effectiveness of a character is frequently determined by the consistency between their actions and underlying 

values. Characters who act according to their beliefs tend to appear more realistic and convincing. Throughout 

Titanic, Jack consistently demonstrates principles such as honesty, courage, and compassion, which strengthen his 

credibility as a protagonist. 

Film narratives often rely on interpersonal relationships to facilitate character growth. Relationships expose 

characters to new perspectives and experiences that encourage self-reflection and transformation. The relationship 

between Jack and Rose illustrates how meaningful interactions can become a catalyst for personal development. 

Another important aspect of character analysis involves examining the influence of social environments on 

individual behavior. Characters do not develop in isolation; rather, their identities are shaped by cultural 

expectations, social structures, and interpersonal experiences. Jack’s development is closely connected to the class 

divisions and societal norms portrayed in the film. 

The contrast between social classes in Titanic provides an important framework for understanding Jack’s character. 

As a third-class passenger, he experiences discrimination and prejudice from members of the upper class. 
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However, his ability to maintain confidence and dignity despite these challenges highlights the strength of his 

character. 

Scholars have suggested that memorable protagonists often challenge existing social norms and encourage 

audiences to reconsider conventional beliefs. Jack’s rejection of rigid class distinctions reflects this function, as he 

demonstrates that personal worth should be measured by character rather than social status. 

The emotional impact of Titanic is strengthened by the authenticity of its characters. Audiences are able to 

empathize with Jack because his actions and emotions are portrayed in a believable manner. This realism 

contributes to the film’s lasting popularity and cultural significance. 

Character development also plays an essential role in reinforcing a film’s themes. Through Jack’s experiences, the 

audience gains a clearer understanding of concepts such as sacrifice, resilience, hope, and unconditional love. 

These themes become more meaningful because they are expressed through the actions of a well-developed 

character. 

Character analysis remains one of the most important approaches in film studies because it helps researchers 

understand how narratives communicate meaning through individual experiences. By examining a character’s 

actions, motivations, and transformations, scholars can identify the values and messages embedded within a film. 

Jack Dawson’s character is particularly significant because he represents an alternative perspective to the 

materialistic values portrayed by many upper-class characters in Titanic. His appreciation for freedom, adventure, 

and human connection demonstrates that happiness is not necessarily determined by wealth or social privilege. 

The development of Jack’s character throughout the film also illustrates the importance of personal values in 

shaping human behavior. Even when confronted with difficult circumstances, he remains committed to his beliefs 

and continues to act according to his moral principles. This consistency reinforces his role as a positive and 

inspirational figure. 

Furthermore, the portrayal of Jack Dawson contributes to the emotional complexity of the narrative. His 

interactions with other characters, especially Rose, create moments of conflict, growth, and emotional depth that 

strengthen the audience’s engagement with the story. As a result, his presence becomes essential to the overall 

effectiveness of the film. 

Considering the importance of characterization in cinematic narratives, an examination of Jack Dawson’s character 

development provides an opportunity to understand how individual growth, social conflict, and personal values 

interact within a film. Such analysis can enrich discussions in film studies and offer a deeper appreciation of Titanic 

as a significant work of cinematic storytelling. 

Therefore, studying Jack Dawson’s character development is valuable not only for understanding his role within 

the narrative but also for examining how characterization contributes to the broader artistic and thematic 

achievements of Titanic. Such analysis can provide deeper insights into the relationship between character 

construction and audience engagement in cinematic storytelling. 

Understanding Jack Dawson’s character development is important because it provides deeper insight into the 

narrative structure and thematic significance of Titanic. By examining his values, actions, and relationships, 

researchers can better understand how character development contributes to the film’s emotional impact and 

lasting popularity. 

2. Research Method 

A qualitative descriptive research design is used in this study. The main source of information is the 1997 movie 

Titanic. Jack Dawson related conversation, situations, and character interactions make up the data. Scene 

classification, note taking, and repeated viewing were used to collect data. 

The analysis employs character analysis methods that are frequently employed in literature and film studies. To 

comprehend Jack Dawson's growth throughout the story, character traits, motivations, conflicts, and 

transformations were recognized and analyzed.  

3.  Result and Discussion 

3.1 Characterization of Jack Dawson 

Jack Dawson is shown as a dynamic protagonist with a number of defining traits, such as optimism, courage, 

freedom, compassion, and resilience, based on the examination of conversation, actions, and interactions 

throughout the movie. Jack is presented as a young artist from a lower social class who obtains a third-class ticket 

to travel on the Titanic. Despite having little money, he exudes confidence and a positive outlook on life. 

Characterization theory states that a character's speech, actions, ideas, and relationships with other characters may 

all be used to identify them. Rather than using explicit explanations, Jack's behavior largely reveals his personality. 

He shows empathy and compassion for others, for instance, when he stops Rose from killing herself in the ship's 

stern. This passage establishes Jack's position as a hero in the story and provides a crucial introduction to his moral 

principles. 
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In addition, Jack always exhibits optimism about life. Jack welcomes unpredictability and prioritizes life 

experiences over material belongings, in contrast to many upper-class travelers who are bound by societal norms. 

His well-known quote about "making every day count" embodies his belief in liberty and self-determination. 

3.2 Social Class Conflict and Character Development 

Jack's interactions with the strict class system depicted in the movie are a significant part of his character 

development. The social realities of the early twentieth century are reflected in Titanic's depiction of a distinct 

split between upper-class and lower-class passengers. 

Jack frequently encounters prejudice from members of the upper class because he travels in third class. Because 

of his financial situation, Cal Hockley and Ruth DeWitt Bukater saw him as socially inferior. But Jack never lets 

these biases make him feel less valuable. Rather, he remains self-assured and dignified in all circumstances. 

According to the results, Jack stands for opposition to social injustice. His persona questions the notion that one's 

social standing dictates one's worth. This image is consistent with one of the movie's main themes, which is that 

people and character are more significant than money and social standing. 

Jack's growth is also aided by the societal struggle since it forces him to face challenges that put his morals and 

resolve to the test. His capacity to uphold his principles in the face of prejudice demonstrates the consistency and 

resilience of his personality. 

3.3 Discussion 

The results show that Jack Dawson is a vibrant and significant figure whose growth bolsters the main ideas of 

Titanic. He stands out from other characters because to his optimism, bravery, and dedication to personal 

independence, all of which have a major impact on the plot. 

Jack serves as both a protagonist and a metaphorical figure, according to the research. He is the main character, 

and his choices and interactions shape the narrative. He is a symbol of equality, freedom, and human fortitude in 

the face of hardship. 

Additionally, the study confirms earlier studies highlighting the significance of character connections in the 

formation of narratives. However, this research emphasizes Jack's active participation in influencing Rose's 

metamorphosis as well as in conveying the film's larger social and moral lessons, in contrast to studies that only 

concentrate on Rose's development. 

As a result, Jack Dawson may be viewed as more than just a romantic hero; rather, he is a complex figure whose 

growth significantly enhances Titanic's emotional impact, thematic richness, and enduring appeal. 

4.  Conclusion 

According to the research, Jack Dawson is presented as a vibrant figure who personifies hope, bravery, empathy, 

independence, and selflessness. Throughout the movie Titanic, his actions, relationships, and reactions to societal 

and life-threatening challenges all demonstrate his character growth. 

The results demonstrate that Jack has a major impact on Rose's development into a more self-reliant and self-

assured person. His opposition to discrimination based on social class further emphasizes the movie's point that 

character, not social standing, determines one's worth. The themes of humanity, resiliency, and unconditional love 

are further reinforced by Jack's ultimate sacrifice. 

In conclusion, Jack Dawson’s character development contributes significantly to the emotional impact and 

thematic depth of Titanic. Future studies may explore his character using different theoretical perspectives or 

compare his development with protagonists in other romantic drama films. 
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